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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on Sa dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
And unfortunately much reporting is under the ,Pressures of narrow provincialism and our tradi i 


dices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 


lines seeks to oath + greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 


awn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and in 


communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. 


Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





Automation and Jobs 


Since this Newsletter receives much valuable material from concerned laymen who are 
economists of note, or are intimately associated with industry, labor, banking, etc., we offer 
our readers the extra dividend of economic analyses and forecasts that might have considerable 
personal value. Since many of these matters have deep spiritual undertones, we feel that such 
reports fall within the field of our responsibility. It is not possible, however, for us 
to enter into correspondence that would provide advice in the highly specialized field of 
personal investment. 


Our economy occasionally reaches a critical period when we 
can only look at the future in indistinct focus until some basic decisions 
have been made. We are in the midst of such a period now. Those who 
are aware of the issues involved can be the first to understand the nature 
of the new decisions and profit thereby. This doesn’t apply to Wall St. 
traders only. It also includes the small merchant who must order his goods 
in advance and thus needs to anticipate consumer response; the family that 
wants to sell a house or buy one; those who are planning new business 


ventures; the farmer who can either extend or curtail his production. 


Labor strife, military spending 
and the funding of the public debt 
are now the most critical unsettled 
issues in our economy. 


One of the quickest ways to 
judge the importance of news is to 
watch the investment markets. The 
N. Y. stock market has been mark- 
ing time ever since the steel strike 
began, waiting to appraise the na- 
ture and spirit of that settlement. 
The N. Y. bond market bid up 
prices in response to the recent 
bold venture of the U. S. Treasury 
in tapping individual savings in re- 
financing Government bonds, a 
move some think may halt the rise 
in interest rates. The London Stock 
Exchange staged a record-breaking 
boom because of the Conservative 
party victory and the implied prom- 
ise that socialism in England would 
be held in check. Thus news is 
swiftly weighed by world markets. 


What happens in the steel strike, 
as we have noted previously, will 
have much to do with the pending 
railroad strike, a conflict that must 
also be settled before the future 
comes into clear focus. We have 
analysed the steel stalemate on sev- 
eral occasions, even before the 
strike began, and if, by the time 
this is read, the steel workers are 
back on the job only because of a 
Taft-Hartley law injunction, those 
past analyses will stand. 


The spirit of the steel settlement 
is more important than the terms of 
the new contract. If there is no 
meeting of minds on what to do 
about the thousands of steel work- 


ers who are becoming surplus 
every year because of the introduc- 
tion of automation in steel making, 
then nothing is settled and the high- 
er wages and fringe benefits granted 
by the steel companies are but a 
bribe to buy off the unions at the 
cost of the security of thousands of 
men above 45 who still face an un- 
certain job future. For, as we re- 
ported in our last issue, 55,000 
steel workers have lost their jobs 
since 1955 —a 10 per cent reduc- 
tion in the work force while the 
production of steel went up 8 per 
cent in the same period, a fact 
aired by financial writers in N. Y. 
and Washington. No matter what 
you’re told by either corporation 
propaganda and union propaganda, 
the real issue is job security. The 
unions are demanding a larger 
share in industrial planning where- 
by they can push on towards a 
four day week or a six hour, five 
day week, so that the jobs can be 
spread. This the management is op- 
posing fiercely, as might be expect- 
ed in terms of management’s pres- 
ent relationship to the owners and 
stockholders, where profts are the 
prime consideration. 


The Armour Settlement: The 
most significant thing that has hap- 
pened in years is the new contract 
settlement made by one of the giant 
packing house corporations, Ar- 
mour and Co., as we mentioned 
briefly in our Nov. 1 issue. Why 
has the nation’s press continued to 
ignore the news of this epochal set- 

(continued second col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


F MEN AND STARS: A stirring in scientific circles whispers of 

great revelations ahead. As man becomes acquainted with the 
moon, prods the spaces beyond in preparation for further explorations, the 
consciousness grows among scientists that intelligence is universal, that 
the same forces we are now using experimentally for the first time have 
previously been employed elsewhere in the universe. 


This sentiment has also been felt among Russian scientists who, 
according to recent press reports, are puzzled over the problem of radia- 
tion in what was thought to have been a giant meteor burrowed into the 
Siberian tundra some 50 years ago. The tell-tale recordings now indicate 
that it was not a meteor but a cast-off from an atomic explosion! 


This same widening wonder runs through the book by the noted 
astronomer-mathematician, Dr. Harlow Shapley, Of Stars and Men (Dou- 
bleday, 58), and in the thinking of the astro-physicist Harold Urey and 
many other eminent scientists. They have become convinced that there 
well may be intelligent beings elsewhere in the Universe . . . . and worlds 
still in the making, some much more advanced than our own, and worlds 
that may have been destroyed. 


One growing conviction especially shines through most of these 
speculations: that the direction of cosmic power towards constructive ends 
may be in conflict with cosmic or atomic power used for evil ends. In 
other words, that the moral conflict is also universal. There are traces of 
worlds blest and nurtured by the benevolent mastery of cosmic force — 
and other signs of worlds burned out. The feeling grows among many sci- 
entists that the existence of intelligence is written in terms of destruction 
or construction, rivalry or cooperation, hate or love, whether it be between 


ourselves and the neighbors next door, or between the planets and worlds 
so far unknown. 


HOTOGRAPHIC RECONNAISSANCE experts in the Defense De- 

partment have for some years forecast that space satellites in the fu- 

ture will be able to photograph the earth’s surface from great heights and 

clearly record ground objects of small dimensions. Concrete evidence of 
these developments have now been made public: 

SPACE SATELLITE CAMERAS are being perfected that are 
sensitive enough to take photographs at night by the light of the stars, ac- 
cording to a report presented to the Annual Science and Engineering 
Symposium of Air Research. These photos are so precise that they can 
record detailed objects as small as two feet in diameter from hundreds of 
miles above the earth. Such reconnaissance instruments are now being per- 
fected by the Air Force and should be standard equipment for satellites 
orbiting by 1962. It may be assumed that Russia is keeping pace. This 
means it will soon be possible to survey all the strategic surfaces of the 
earth, day or night, for any unusual movement that might warn of mobili- 
zation for war. Thus no nation could plan aggression against a neighbor, 
or a transcontinental assault, without ample opportunity for the findings 
of air reconnaissance to be made known to international peace enforce- 
ment bodies and to the country which might be threatened. 

SINCE ALL SCHOOLS OF MILITARY THOUGHT hold that 
surprise is the first element of military tactics, it may be safely assumed 
that the capacity to launch a war by any nation will be reduced to a mini- 
mum, and that the threat of surprise attack will virtually be placed under 
scientific control. How mankind can be politically organized to utilize this 
control will soon be a primary concern of the United Nations and of 
all peoples. 


(continued first col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast 


LAW WITHOUT GUNS 


(continued) 


HE philosophy of violence as related to law enforcement (and its 

timely international implications) is being re-examined on a world 
scale by the debate in England over whether the British bobbies should or 
should not carry weapons. (AP dispatch, Sept. 20). So far, British police- 
men walk their darkened streets, even in the crime-infested city slums, 
with only a night stick. a whistle and the knowledge that they have the 
backing and respect of the public. Bare-handed, they tackle thieves, hold- 
up men, racketeers, gangsters and murderers. In such encounters, a British 
bobby occasionally loses his life, but not nearly as often as do the heavily 
armed police in New York City, Chicago and San Francisco. 


The recent killing of a British policeman in line of duty has 
brought the debate again to the forefront of British thought, with many 
echoes in the world press. Many are urging that the bobbies be armed, 
but the Enstish police themselves say they prefer to depend on the shrill 
challenge of their whistle or to block a get-away gangster’s car with their 
own bodies, rather than use guns—and, amazingly enough, it usually works! 
The theory of the most experienced and hardened British policeman is that 
if criminals knew the cops were armed with revolvers. more of the thugs 
would carry guns and there would be many more shootings than there are 
today. They are convinced that the dogged resistance of the British police 
and detective agents, unarmed and unafraid, have a powerful moral and 
convincing influence on the law breakers. If the felon is pursued by armed 
men, then the desperate savagery of the animal at bay sparks violence when 
he is finally cornered. But if he is hounded day and night by brave and 
tireless men who he knows will not harm him physically, in a high per- 
centage of cases, say British police chiefs, “The thug’s nerve breaks and 
he gives up the game meekly and willingly, often with a sly, embarrassed 
grin of a chap who has lost the game, rather than ending his life in a final 
outburst of savagery and violence.” 

AS THE WORLD CONTEMPLATES the hopes and problems 
of disarmament, we should examine here, in this small crucible of human 
relations, a laboratory study of violence and men. Looking for a live topic 
for group discussion? 


DISARMAMENT MUST BEGIN WITH TEST BANS 


HE hope of peace is now inseparably bound to disarmament. Since 
Khrushchev laid before the United Nations his bold proposal for dis- 
armament within four years, the West either will have to counter with 
some form of acceptance or a promising alternative, or else suffer a severe 
moral defeat in the eves of an anxious world. You may be sure that 
White House and State Department officials are laboring over the problem. 
THE BEGINNING OF ANY DISARMAMENT PLAN will have 
to start where the atomic test ban talks broke off in late July after nine 
months of debate, for the initial step in disarmament must certainly in- 
clude the cessation of all atomic weapons tests. Unfortunately, the Ameri- 
can people have been given a very inadequate and distorted picture of the 
test ban negotiations, misinformation that will seriously hinder further 
progress. As we have frequently reported (with ample documentation), 
the growing trend in Washington is to tell the public as little as possible so 
military and political officials can be free to make decisions “without be- 
ing handicapped by popular opinion.” (See The Power Elite by C. Wright 
Mills, ’56; BTL, Aug. 1, Sept. 1.) 

THE PLAIN TRUTH is that the Pentagon, and influential groups 
in the State Department and in Congress, want the atomic bomb tests to 
continue. As a result, pressures are exerted on news channels to portray 
the Geneva talks as futile and the Russians as impossibly obstinate in their 
refusal to accept armament inspection and control on U. S.-British terms. 
The European press, however, has continuously given a different picture, 
putting much of the blame for the failure of the test ban negotiations 
squarely on the U. S. The Associated Press finally released a dispatch to 
the U. S. press which summarized the view of the European press under 
the bold headline “Russians Concede More Than U. S. in Test Talks.” 
(The N. Y. Herald-Tribune ran this on Aug. 29.) The AP report detailed 
the nuclear ban negotiations as having reached the stage where a few con- 


cessions by the U. S. were in order and would likely bring results. 
ANTARCTIC AGREEMENT POINTS THE WAY: Diplomatic circles see in the 12-nation 
Antarctic Conference, (including the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.), now in session in Washington, a 
pilot project for an international inspection system against secret military bases. Although the 
project would operate in frozen wastelands, experience gained by U.S., Russian, British and 
French teams will be extremely useful in developing a more elaborate internal system of in- 
spection. The Soviet has shown an unexpected willingness and cooperation in the Antarctic 
negotiations. Since the Russians have no weapons bases in Antarctica, it is believed that meth- 
ods developed there will provide solutions that can untangle the difficult problem of inspection 
where large and intricate missile and experimental military bases have been established. 
(continued first col.. NEXT page) 





Automation and Jobs 


tlement while it runs headlines filled 
with alarm over the steel strife? It 
would appear that good news isn’t 
news any more. Could the reason 
be that Swift & Co. and other big 
meat advertisers are fighting the 
Armour formula in negotiations 
with their own workers? In the 
automation crisis, the Armour set- 
tlement should become a history- 
making model for all industry, as 
epochal as the day when Henry 
Ford gave his workers $5. for an 
8-hour day at a time when all oth- 
er major industries were fighting to 
keep the 9-hour day at a $3.50 and 
$4. wages. “I’m making cheap cars. 
If my workers can’t buy ’em, who 
will?” was Ford’s penetrating thesis. 

After months of friendly and 
imaginative negotiation, in contrast 
to the pompous, angry arguments 
that have symbolized the steel con- 
tract discussions, the Armour man- 
agement, under the courageous 
leadership of its president, William 
Prince, faced the true nature of the 
issue, the fear and insecurity of 
men over 45 who would be dis- 
placed by modern electronic ma- 
chinery and who felt they were too 
old to find new jobs in new fields. 
(Ever notice the age requirements 
in the want ads?) The Armour con- 
tract called for the company to set 
aside a small amount of each 500 
pounds of extra production made 
possible by the new labor saving 
machines, this sum to be used in 
retraining and relocating the work- 
ers who were displaced by the new 
machines. Reports a personnel 
chief, “This puts the men back at 
the machines with a will to make 
things hum, to boost production, 
for there’s not a man along the line 
from the stockyards to the shipping 
docks who doesn’t feel his own 
welfare is now involved in profit- 
able operations.” Aren’t profits 
more certain when men come first? 

Here is something to ponder: 
The most profitable investments to- 


(continued) 


day are in the electronic, chemical 
and nuclear engineering fields, in- 
cluding old timers like Eastman, 
du Pont and such others, all of 
whom have various types of profit- 
sharing and job security for their 
workers and who have long rec- 
ords of profits without strikes. 


The focus sharpens further as 
the railroad strike impends and 
over 700,000 workers await the 
strike call. For this strike can hurt 
everyone. And what if steel and 
railroads are locked in angry ne- 
gotiation paralysis at the same 
time? This could easily happen. 
(The eleven non-operating unions 
of 550,000 workers are expected to 
be the first to go out.) The unions 
have asked for a 12 to 14 per cent 
wage increase with added job pro- 
tection; the railroad management 
has responded by demanding 15 
per cent reduction in wages ac- 
companied by demands for new 
work regulations that will end 
“feather bedding,” a problem that 
has grown of late because of in- 
creased automation at all levels of 
railroading — from the ticket win- 
dow to the freight yards. 

The wide difference between the 
unions’ askings and the manage- 
ment’s offer, and the spirit in 
which the debates are being con- 
ducted, closely parallels the bad 
situation in steel. Consequently, 
business will remain unsettled un- 
til these controversies are solved. 
While the basis for our country’s 
continued prosperity remains sound 
in terms of a growing population 
and the ever-rising standard of liv- 
ing, buyers in the wholesale mar- 
kets, planners in housing projects 
and other business enterprises are 
having to hold many plans in abey- 
ance until these strikes are settled. 
And the nature and spirit of the 
settlements will have much more 
to do with the economic forecasts 
than simply wage and profit bal- 
ances. (Continued in our next issue.) 











X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 
THE FACTS ON THE TEST BAN NEGOTIATIONS 


(1) There is general agreement that all major atmospheric tests 
should stop; detection of these is already effectively maintained by both 
the U. S. and Russia. 


(2) Debate continues over the tests in the distant upper space — 
where radiation would not affect the earth’s atmosphere. Space satellites 
will soon make these detectable. 


(3) The Soviet, after making absurd demands that all inspection 
teams in Russia be made up of Soviet citizens, had retreated to the point, 
when the talks broke off, where they would accept inspection teams half 
of whom were from the Soviet and half from neutral countries. This is still 
unacceptable to the U. S., and our spokesmen made their final offer which 
would permit one-third of the members of the inspection teams to be 
Russian on Soviet territories. This the Russians turned down. (Soviet mili- 
tary men are resistant to foreign inspection teams, according to numerous 
articles in Soviet military journals, because they believe the U. S. military 
intelligence will use these “neutral” inspection teams to ferret out Soviet 
defense secrets buried deep in Russia’s vast and inaccessible hinterland. ) 
The U. S. delegates originally insisted that all the inspection and control 
teams in Russia be from neutral nations with no Soviet scientists included. 
So there is ample and promising room for further negotiations at this point. 


(4) The Russians have conceded the necessity for a yearly review 
of the treaty ban, thus leaving the door open for other nations to be in- 
cluded as they develop their own atomic science. 


(5) The Russians have also dropped demands for a comprehensive 
veto which could be applied at any point in the enforcement machinery. 
Therefore, the implication that the Soviet will not compromise and make 
concessions is a deliberate and misleading falsehood. 


THE MAJOR UNRESOLVED POINTS OF DIFFERENCE cen- 
ter on the manner by which control posts are to be set up in each coun- 
try, the technical means whereby suspected tests may be ascertained as to 
location, especially as this pertains to underground explosions which can 
be mistaken for earthquake tremors, or vice-versa. There are hundreds of 
large earthquake tremors each year over the globe, and there is some hon- 
est dispute among scientists concerning the ability of present scientific de- 
tection to determine whether a tremor has originated in an earthquake or 
an underground atomic test. The Russians, backed by their scientists, 
claim that present technical methods are sufficient to tell the difference 
between an earthquake and an atomic test to a degree sufficient to prevent 
any serious infringement on the test ban. The U. S. military, with only par- 
tial backing from U. S. scientists, insists this is not true and that inspec- 
tion teams must be free to move any place at any time, whenever a tremor 
is detected. Since this would mean the penetration of all parts of Russia 
almost continually, the Soviet leaders have sought to limit the number of 
on-the-spot inspections to be permitted. It is obvious that none of these 
problems are insoluable, that all would vield to sincere negotiations. 

ANY SOVIET INTRANSIGENCE is fully matched by the de- 
termination of the Pentagon to continue underground tests (while they 
endeavor to put the blame on the Russians), for U. S. strategists insist on 
further experiments with tactical nuclear weapons such as can be used in a 
“limited” or Korean-type of warfare. The Russians reply that the U. S. 
has already made over 150 atomic tests, compared to the Soviet’s 60 odd, 
and therefore that the U. S. is sufficiently ahead to accept the status quo. 
The Russians are adamant on their basic premise that all atomic weapons 
tests must be halted unconditionally. Thus Russia has gained propaganda 
advantage, further embellishing her claim to moral leadership in the world. 


KHRUSHCHEV OR ELSE — 


HAT caused the switch in the U. S. policy towards Russia from the 

hardline “Don’t talk to em, don’t give an inch” policy of John 
Foster Dulles’ days in the State Dept. to the present acceptance of the 
status quo with a renewed effort to get along with the Russians? 


DESPITE THE MILLIONS OF WORDS in the American press 
about Khrushchev’s being a bloody tyrant, all informed observers agree 
that the Kremlin chief — notwithstanding his record of evil deeds — rep- 
resents the “liberal” wing of the party hierarchy, the group that is dedicat- 
ed to winning the world by demonstrating the superiority of communism 
through Soviet achievements and consequently depending upon propa- 
ganda and subtle forms of subversion, while avoiding overt action that 
might bring down a destructive atomic war upon the U. S. S. R. In order 
to hasten the success of this achievement, this “liberal” wing of the party, 
now masters of the Kremlin, seeks to relax world tensions to direct more 
of Russia’s economic strength from armaments to constructive purposes. 

(continued third col., NEXT page) 





Germ Warfare and the Sci 


The Society for Social Respon 
Albert Einstein was a founder and to 
ners belong, recently released the foll 

“We, a group of physical and 
1959 Annual Meeting of the Society 
have taken notice of recent public st: 
States Army Chemical Warfare Serv: 
public acceptance of disease germ wa 
U. S. of other weapons previously 
thought to be inhuman and too hor- 
rible for use. (‘Nerve gases,’ ‘psy- 
chochemicals,’ and poison gases.) 

“War Department spokesmen, 
and some members of the scientific 
community, are pleading that, in the 
interest of defense, scientists and 
the general public should withdraw 
any moral scruples or emotional re- 
vulsion which now inhibit the use 
of these weapons. 

“We scientists hold that our coun- 
try and the world needs more moral 
scruples and not less. Instead of fur- 
ther battering down the barriers of 
conscience which now limit the mil- 
itary availability of these weapons 
of mass destruction, we feel that for 
the welfare of the human race there 
needs to be a widespread develop- 
ment of concern for human life in 
the fields where mass destruction is 
now taken for granted and thought 
inevitable. Rather than learning to 
be less squeamish about deliberate- 
ly inflicting diseases, scientists and 
the public should become more 
alarmed about biological warfare 
and effects of radioactivity ... 

“We urge our fellow citizens, sci- 
entists and non-scientists alike, to 
recognize that they are making mor- 
al decisions. Those of our scientific 
colleagues who come to feel that 
their work on bacterial warfare is 
morally wrong, and that they should 
resign from jobs which involve them 
in it, will find our Society for Social 
Responsibility in Science ready to 
help them . . . in finding other em- 
ployment where their technical skills 
can be used for the preservation of 
human life instead of destruction. 

“Since there is evidence that Gov- 
ernment officials are quite sensitive 
to public opinion in this field, we 
call upon our fellow citizens to pro- 
test their involvement, through their 
Government, in the business of 
growing more virulent micro-organ- 
isms to be spread abroad.” 

This action by U.S. scientists has 
undoubtedly been spurred by the 
knowledge that many Russian sci- 
entists are expressing equal reluc- 
tance toward biological warfare. 
It will be recalled that several top 
Russian physicists protested the de- 
velopment of the hydrogen bomb 
within the U. S. S. R., notably Peter 
Kapitza, the world’s most eminent 
authority on hydrogen and a Soviet 
citizen. Kapitza was arrested by Sta- 
lin for refusing to cooperate on the 
Soviet’s hydrogen bomb project.(See 
BTL, May 15 & Nov. 1, ’57; Time 
Magazine, July, °56.) 
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“What Can We Do?’’ 


In the wake of the Pentagon’s 
publicity campaign to popularize the 
chemical and germ warfare defense 
program, there have been public re- 
actions by peace-minded citizens 
which merit nation-wide attention 
if the processes of democracy are 
to be preserved. 

Perhaps not many of us feel like 
taking to the picket lines, but we 
can encourage those who are willing 
to accept the risk, face the ridicule, 
condemnation and physical expos- 
ure involved in such action. 

With the pressure to conform in- 
tensified by the increasing weight 
of military propaganda, there has 
been little enough reaction to be- 
speak the concerns of a free people. 
Such public demonstrations in Eng- 
land have reached the largest dimen- 
sions of any similar movement in 
four decades. Throughout England, 
marches and rallies against military 
regimentation and against weapons 
of mass destruction culminated in 
a final rally in London on Septem- 
ber 20 which was the largest public 
demonstration of any kind in 30 
years. In the U.S., peace action is 
still limited to the brave few. 


At Fort Detrick, Md., small 
groups of dedicated young men and 
women continue, day after day, to 
pit their quiet determined testimony 
against the preparation of germ war- 
fare a method of war and de- 
struction to which the most vulner- 
able will be women, children and 
babies. The presence of these young 
marchers at the gates of the germ 
and virus weapon factories is a 
silent reproach to the consciences 
of those who earn their daily bread 
by concocting poisons to pollute the 
world. Various church groups, in- 
cluding nearly 200 women leaders 
of the United Church of Christ, 
have sent their support and whole- 
hearted agreement to those who 
maintain the day and night vigils. 
Demonstrations have been held at 
testing centers for atomic weapons 
and missiles. Similar vigils have 
been maintained at missile testing 
centers in the Midwest and Far 
West. And none can forget the dra- 
matic invasion of the two small 
ships, the Golden Rule and the 
Phoenix, manned by young scien- 
tists, who sailed into the danger 
zones in the South Pacific to expose 
themselves to deadly radiation, 





“What Can We Do?”’ 


when the last great hydrogen bomb 
tests were made. Their actions were 
protests in the name of humanity 
against the poisoning of the entire 
earth’s atmosphere by one nation. 
These words are not intended to 
promote pacifism but to encourage 
the retention of a Christian, demo- 
cratic, historical perspective. Sup- 
pose war comes: After 60 million 
Americans have died, with millions 
more crippled and left to struggle 
through their shortened and miser- 
able lives in the worldwide rubble 
and chaos, how then will we regard 
those who now march in protest 
against science used for unlimited 


(continued) 


destruction? Will the monuments be 
built to honor those who promoted 
the mounting hatreds between whole 
nations, people against people, who 
pyramided weapons higher and 
higher until the world passed the 
point of no return? Or to honor 
those who saw and_ understood, 
and dramatized their understanding 
by their lives? Their faith that love 
and truth are still the greatest and 
final powers will surely be verified 
after World War III. 

If you wish to get in touch with 
the leaders of these peacemakers 
you may write to Peace Vigil, 324 
West Patrick Street, Frederick, Md. 


German Youth Resent Rearmament 


Little has been published in this country about the resentment of 
young Germans over the rearmament of West Germany, especially when it 


touches on them personally. 

In a report by Richard O’Reagan 
in the Washington Post (Aug. 28), 
one German was quoted: “ ‘Never 
again will I carry arms.’ — The 
cold grey eyes of the German veter- 
an were angry. He was talking to 
other veterans . . . ‘I had my fill last 
time.’ . . . ‘But this is only regis- 
tration,’ explained a friend. — But 
it didn’t make any difference. Thou- 
sands of West German veterans are 
going through the same experience 
of being registered and threatened 
with the draft they despise.” O’Rea- 
gan comments, “How good would 
they be in a war fighting for the 
United States with their own home- 
land the first victim?” The West 
German Government admits that 
there is widespread dislike and re- 
sentment among the registrants — 
both veterans and non-veterans. 

In Offenbach, near Frankfurt, 104 
out of 600 men advised authorities 


that they would refuse to register. 
In Dietzenbach a protest meeting 
was organized. In Langenselbold 42 
out of 61 men sent protest tele- 
grams to the Defense Minister. In 
Hausenstamm a group organized a 
silent march of protest through the 
town streets and later laid wreaths 
on the village memorial. In Lahr 
only 2 appeared out of 24 men 
called to report. 

There is another touchy spot that 
is certain to cause trouble later on: 
The West Germans know that one 
large reason for their extraordinary 
postwar prosperity has been their 
freedom from taxation for arma- 
ments, the American taxpayer so far 
having footed the bill. But with the 
push to rearm West Germany on a 
big scale, the U. S. expects the Ger- 
mans soon to carry their own arms 
burden. A great deal of sentiment 
against this prospect is building up. 


Verification: Religion In Russia 


Did we overstate the case in the report by the editor of this News- 
letter about the positive and hopeful signs of the return of youth to religion 
in the Soviet? Since our report appeared, one of Sweden’s most eminent 
churchmen, Dr. Oscar B. Rundblom, Dean of the Cathedral at Vasteras, 
recently came from Russia with the report that 80 per cent of all babies in 
Russia are now being baptized, brought willingly by their young parents to 
the churches. He also stated that, while pressure from the Communist party 
had reduced the number of marriages celebrated in the Russian Orthodox 


Church, the tendency for young 
people to be married by a priest 
or pastor has continued to a degree 
that has caused alarm among Com- 
munist party functionaries. 


Evidence of the Russians’ serious concern 
over the return to the church for marriages 
is revealed in the announcement that the So- 
viet Union’s first “Palace of Marriages,” will 
open soon in Leningrad. It will provide for 
solemn weddings with music and will attempt 
to create a tradition of impressive Communist 
ritual “to replace rites of religious or histori- 
cal nature now being observed.’’ However, 
the deputy mayor, who will present the wed- 
ding certificates, congratulations and rings to 
the couple, will sit at a handsome desk un- 
der a niche ornamented with a bust of Lenin! 


The fact that there is no difficul- 
ty in obtaining candidates for the 
priesthood or the ministry is an- 
other important sign of the vitality 
of religion in the Soviet. Eight the- 


ological seminaries in Russia have 

a capacity enrollment of 1,500. 
Communist party members have 
been warned that church activity 
is on the increase and that they 
must do something about it! An 
article in the official paper of the 
Central Committee of the Com- 
munist party attacks the indiffer- 
ence of party members towards 
increasing church activities and the 
neglect of anti-religious propagan- 
da. The article refers to the versa- 
tility of the church’s method of 
winning allegiance to the church, 
especially among young people. 
“Social evenings for the youth, 
(continued on next side) 

















Your Christmas Shopping List 


Here is a convenient way to make your Christmas shopping a 
pleasure: For those friends and relatives who get their greatest joy from 
deep awareness and full participation in the world in which they live, 
send gift subscriptions to Between The Lines. You can introduce this 
vital information service to your most perceptive friends at a cost of 
only $2. for each yearly subscription. (For each five subscriptions you 
send in, we will give you, without cost, a year’s extension on your own 
subscription.) 


In another sense, this is also our Christmas list, for the holiday increase in our 
circulation enables us to give more understanding, insight and hope to an ever widening 
readership; and to maintain and increase the scope of one of the most unique and highly 
respected information services available today. 


An attractive Christmas gift card, announcing your gift, will be 
mailed in your name to each recipient on your list. Send in your gift 
subscription list today, on the handy form below, and we will time 
these announcements to arrive at the Christmas season. 


Between The Lines, 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
My Gift Subscription List: 


(please print clearly) 
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CESCSSHOSHSSHSSCHESSCHHHESHHHHEHSEHOHCECHEOHOHCEKCHCHC HPCC HHVECESOHF 


I enclose herewith $........ | ee subscriptions at $2. each. 
[_] I have ordered five gift subscriptions at $2. each, so please extend 
my own subscription for an extra year without cost. 





APPROPRIATE BOOKS jor Christmas giving: 


EE for copies of Charles A. Wells’ book 
Journey Into Light* at $2.50 each postpaid to be sent to me [] or to the 
attached list [1] with gift cards in my name. (Print your list on an extra sheet 
of paper and enclose with your order.) 

* A penetrating study of First Century Christianity for today; 
illustrations by the author; 142 pages; handsome hardcover binding. 


2. | enclose $ for aad copies of Charles A. Wells’ book of 
drawings, Think On These Things at $1. each, postpaid. 
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Verification — (continued) 





excursions, choirs, musical and dra- 
matic clubs are misleading our 
youth, drawing them away from 
Marxist principles.” Also complaint 
is registered about the large num- 
ber of church members who take 
special training in evangelism to 
win others to the church. “It is 
quite out of place for active Com- 
munists to attend religious festi- 
vals,” warns the paper, “or to get 


married in the church or get babies 
baptized — even if they feel they 
must show consideration for the 
religious prejudices of their families 
and think that an anti-church at- 
titude would involve them in fam- 
ily discord.” The Communist youth 
are urged to be loyal and true to 
the party principles, in much the 
same way that worried church lead- 
ers in the U. S. exhort their young! 





Honesty and Public Powe 


You may have noted the ne\ 
newspapers and magazines, condemr 
larly the Tennessee Valley Adminis 
costly drain on the taxpayer. 

Because these ads are based 
confidence in capitalism. It is true | 
originally financed by Federal funds 
the Federal loans used for their 
construction with interest charges 
added at 3%% per cent or more. 
(TVA is several years ahead of its 
payments.) Therefore, as far as the 
taxpayer and the Government is 
concerned, public power has proved 
to be an excellent investment. Not 
only have cheaper power rates with- 
in the service areas of TVA, Grand 
Coulee, etc., greatly benefited the 
development of agriculture and in- 
dustry in the several states affected, 
but the influence of these cheaper 
rates has lowered private utility 
rates over much of the country. 
Hence the persistent fight against 
public power by the private utilities, 
although the latter have not lacked 
substantial profits as competition 
from giant Federal power projects 
forced more efficient and imagina- 
tive management upon the private 
power corporations. 

Whatever became of the Eisen- 
hower “partnership in power” pol- 
icy by which the President, during 
the days of his candidacy, urged the 
settlement of the private vs. public 
power controversy? Common sense, 
plus efficient power engineering, 
would dictate that private power 
concentrate on the development of 
community and state water projects, 
plus the retail distribution of pow- 
er, while Federal power develop- 
ment be directed towards the great 
interstate flood control and power 
development projects (with irriga- 
tion and other side benefits includ- 
ed) — projects so large that only 
public funds and planning on a na- 
tional scale could encompass. But 
the private power corporations have 
carried on their war against all pub- 
lic power projects, past, present 
and future, with such intensity that 
“partnership in power” has been 
forgotten. When public reaction 
against the dishonest tactics of the 
private utilities sets in, Federal pow- 
er will probably be overextended 
into areas that would be better 
served by private enterprise. But it 
won’t be the “socialists” in Wash- 
ington but, rather, the dishonest 
capitalists who will have damaged 
our capitalist system. 

The public vs. private power con: 
troversy has also been stirred afresh 
by the joint action of the Internal 
Revenue Service and the Federa 
Power Commission, which strikes at 
the very heart of the private utili. 
ties war on publicly owned power 
—their power to propagandize 
This is an issue which touches the 
pockets of all consumers and tax: 
payers. 


wer 


new series of large private utility ads in 
emning all public power projects, particu- 
‘inistration (TVA), as “socialistic” and a 


sed on falsehoods, they undermine public 
ue that such power projects as TVA are 
nds. But all Federal power projects repay 
leir 
ges The IRS has ruled that the adver- 
re. tising program of the private utili- 
its ties is not a deductible item from 
the their taxes. Internal Revenue de- 
- is clared that the millions spent on 
ved propagandizing the American peo- 
Not ple did not represent “a reasonab!e 
ith- and necessary business expense,” 
and but in truth was an advertising 
the campaign or a “propaganda effort.” 
in- Then the Federal Power Commis- 
ted, sion followed the action of the IRS 
iper by cancelling out 43 per cent of the 
ility money spent by the private utilities 
try. for advertising as an improper cost 
inst item in the rate-making upon which 
ties, base consumer charges are calculat- 
ked ed. While advertising is an accept- 
tion able expense, stated the FPC, lob- 
ects bying and the propaganda is not. 
ina- The 43 per cent of the utility’s ad- 
vate -vertising was thus knocked out as a 
business cost. 
sen- The Internal Revenue Service 
pol- and Federal Power Commission 
ring do not challenge the right of pri- 
the vate utilities to propagandize all 
iblic they want but have ruled that the 
nse, taxpayer and the consumer of pow- 
‘ing, @ should not have to foot the bill. 
wer This action has stirred a*storm of 
t of protest among private utility finan- 
ects, ciers and a multi-million dollar 
‘ow- counter attack will soon be launched 
lop- in the nation’s press against “social- 
reat ism in the Federal Government”— 
ywer under a Republican regime! Since 
riga- the advertising space used by the 
Jud- Private utilities coastitutes an im- 
only portant source of revenue for 
-na- the nation’s press, many news- 
But Papers over the country will cham- 
have Pion the private utilities’ cause and 
pub- editorialize against “the socialists” 
sent in a Republican Administration. Al- 
that ready many headlines have ap- 
heen peared across the country charging 
‘tion the Federal Government with “‘stifl- 
the ing freedom of speech” (!) by ruling 
sow- Out private utility expenditures to 
nded propagandize the public as legiti- 
etter mate business costs. 


ti When the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
ut it falsely charged last year that TVA was sup- 
Jash- ported by taxes, their calculations were 


proved to have been based on obscure sources 
ynest and hypothetical comparisons with unidenti- 
aged fied utilities — and were not supported by the 
facts. Yet few papers corrected their reports 
of the C. of C. charges. (BTL, May 1.) 


con- 
fresh Planning A Trip? Jerome Davis 
ernal is taking a Peace Mission to Eu- 
deral rope in June 1960. The group will 
es at visit Sweden, Finland, Russia, Iran, 
utili- the Arab States, Israel, Rome and 
ower France. The trip will take two 
\dize. months and cost about $1,700. Any 
s the one interested should write Jerome 
tax- Davis, 489 Ocean Ave., West Hav- 
en, Conn. 





X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


THE KREMLIN CONSERVATIVES, or the hardline Stalinists, 
are those who still believe Stalin’s harsh methods were correct and justi- 
fied. They hold all the capitalist world — under the facade of prosperity — 
to be ripe for an overthrow, that if Communist subversion were pushed 
with great ruthlessness and vigor, additional large territories would fall into 
their hands. They accept the premise that, in such an eruption, world war 
would likely ensue. But they argue that Russia’s regimented society is 
much better prepared to endure such a test and that the chaos accompany- 
ing a worldwide bloody upheaval would enable the Soviet system to repeat 
the great gains made in the wake of World War II. 

THE PARTY’S HARDLINE STALINISTS have a lot of evidence 
to support their view. All Southeast Asia is unstable — Indonesia, Laos, 
Cambodia, Thailand, Pakistan; all the Middle East and much of Africa 
could be stirred to flames by some concentrated effort by well financed 
agitators. Areas like Thailand and Pakistan, where American forces are 
dug in, would no doubt stay in the Western alliance. But with much un- 
rest rampant and with corruption and steaming resentment in these coun- 
tries against the U. S., Britain and France, their value to the Western alli- 
ance would be reduced to zero— or less. Probably much less. And little 
subversion has been needed to stir volcanic upheavals in Latin America. 

WESTERN EXPERTS ON SOVIET AFFAIRS therefore have 
often expressed alarm over the narrow margin by which Khrushchev has 
been able to hold his place of leadership against the strong and realistic 
arguments that his opposition in the party has been able to hurl against 
him in frequent stormy sessions within the Kremlin. All this, while most 
of the American press continues to headline diatribes against Khrushchev 
with a distain for the facts and willful ignorance of the full truth that 
would not be acceptable in high school journalism. We agree with the self- 
righteous editorializers that there can be no compromise with evil. But 
there are indeed lesser and greater evils in the world; to accept the exist- 
ence of lesser evil — while endeavoring to overcome evil with good — is 
certainly more intelligent and more Christian than a headlong plunge into 
a worldwide suicidal holocaust. 


KHRUSHCHEV, THE HERETIC 


HE most revealing insight into the position of Khrushchev may be 

found in a brief examination of the Communist word “revisionist.” 

A “revisionist,” by seeking to revise the Communist dogma, is regarded as 

a traitor to orthodox Marxism, and all the threats and torture of the Marx- 
ist inquisition are visited upon him. 

A HIGH DRAMA OF CURRENT HISTORY is found in the 
discovery that Khrushchev has become an arch revisionist, although he 
studiously avoids use of the word and tries to remove it from the Com- 
munist vocabulary. From the day he came to power, the doughty Ukrain- 
ian began to revise the Communist system: He abolished the Agricultural 
Machine Control Centers around which the collective farm system was 
built, and through which the farmers were kept under tight party reins 
since they were dependent upon the machine centers for tools to till the 
land. Each collective farm now has its own implement and tractor pool. 
He revised the agricultural planning and marketing system, giving much 
more independence to the local farm leaders. In a similar manner, he re- 
vised the entire Soviet industrial management system, yielding much more 
initiative to the local industrial chiefs. He loosened up all political police 
controls, quietly freeing millions of political prisoners. He allowed more 
foreigners to get into Russia and to move about more readily. These are 
but a few of the “revisionary” activities of Khrushchev. 

IF KHRUSHCHEV GETS AWAY WITH IT, and all signs indi- 
cate that he will, we are witnessing a rather rapid and considerable modi- 
fication of the extremes of the Communist revolution. It is a mistake, how- 
ever, to attribute all these hopeful trends to Khrushchev personally. The 
trend began soon after the death of Stalin and was simply accelerated by 
Khrushchev as he replaced Malenkov and deposed others. As we have 
often reported, all leading authorities on Soviet affairs — Harrison Salis- 
bury, Edward Crankshaw, George Kennan, Henry Shapiro and others — 
are convinced that these modifying trends have been forced upon the party 
leadership by an awakened, restless Russian people, once they were freed 
from the hypnotic spell of awe and fear which the stature of Stalin as an 
important figure in history cast over them. (See the Harrison Salisbury’s 
series on “Russia Today” in the N. Y. Times the week of Sept. 7; also the 
Manchester Guardian air edition, Oct. 8.) The Harvard research team 
which conducted a research project in the U. S. S. R. last summer (BTL, 
Sept. 1) also concluded, “The Russian people would never accept a return 
to Stalinism without outright rebellion,” despite the hardcore Stalinists in 
the Kremlin who believe such a move would advance the revolution. 


Karten Bb ttt- 





